
Each Cohort year State of California Leadership advises Cal-IPGCA “innovationist trainees” on developing their 
Moonshot projects that reimagine enterprise-wide challenges facing the State of California. Our leaders are the 
instructors for Cal-IPGCA’s state-of-the-art curriculum, and they are the advisors for the innovationists’ Moonshot 
prototypes and “test-bed” activities. The COVID-19 and racial injustice pandemics exponentially reshaped both the 
structure and approach of Cohort 2021’s Change Challenge Forums, and “Cal-IPGCA’s Leaders Training Leaders” 
environment was captured and deployed in real-time. This curriculum change has been incorporated to occur annually. 
There is never a more pivotal time to challenge, change, and grow yourself and your teams through the strategic 
advisory of State leadership!

Free Professional Development Hours:  Through the Cal-IPGCA Association, state employees
attending the series of 5 Leaders Forum Events, and having signed-in and signed-out to document their 
participation receive a certificate of completion for 15 Professional Development Hours. All training events are 
free, but you must register and attend all 5 training sessions to receive the 15 PDH Completion Certificate.

•

Line-up: Cohort 2022 Strategic Advisors and Trainers

Thursday, January 27, 2022 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
ACCELERATING GOVERNMENT INNOVATION THROUGH A CULTURE OF MOONSHOT PROJECTS
The goal of a Moonshot is exponential rather than incremental improvement!

WILL BROWN
Moderator

DEPUTY SECRETARY 
HUMAN RESOURCES, 
GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS 
AGENCY 

WADE CROWFOOT 
SECRETARY, CNRA 

MARK S. GHILARDUCCI
DIRECTOR, 
CALIFORNIA 
GOVERNOR’S 
OFFICE OF 
EMERGENCY 
SERVICES 

TOKS OMISHAKIN 
DIRECTOR, DOT 

THOM PORTER
DIRECTOR, 
CAL FIRE 

AMANDA RAY 
COMMISSIONER, 
CHP 

KARLA NEMETH 
DIRECTOR, DWR 

Thursday, February 24, 2022 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
ACCELERATING GOVERNMENT INNOVATION THROUGH A CULTURE OF RISK INTELLIGENCE

Thursday, February 10, 2022 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
ACCELERATING GOVERNMENT INNOVATION THROUGH A CULTURE OF DIGITAL UPSKILLING

Thursday, February 17, 2022 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
ACCELERATING GOVERNMENT INNOVATION THROUGH A CULTURE OF INTRAPRENEURSHIP

Moderator
SEAN ADAMS
SENIOR VICE 
PRESIDENT 
OF INNOVATION 
DESIGN, STATE 
COMPENSATION 
INSURANCE FUND, 
EXECUTIVE SPONSOR, 
Cal-IPGCA 

JOHN BENARD
AUTHOR, 
GOVERNMENT 
THAT WORKS” 
GUBERNATORAL 
ADVISOR 

REBEKAH CHRISTENSEN
CO-FOUNDER—CEO,   
ORA SYSTEMS, INC., 
CHAIR, Cal-IPGCA 

MICHELLE SCHMITT
MASTER INNOVATION 
FACILITATOR Cal-
IPGCA PROGRAM 

ANGELICA QUIRARTE, “ANGIE”
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, 
CALIFORNIA 
OFFICE OF DIGITAL 
INNOVATION

KAMYAR GUIVETCHI
DIRECTOR, 
INNOVATION AND 
COLLABORATION, 
Cal-IPGCA 
ASSOCIATION 

GENE ROMAGNA
DIRECTOR,
COMMUNICATIONS
Cal-IPGCA
ASSOCIATION

S T A T E  O F  C A L I F O R N I A  E X E C U T I V E  L E A D E R S H I P  F O R U M S

Thursday, February 3, 2022 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
ACCELERATING GOVERNMENT INNOVATION THROUGH A CULTURE OF CHANGE LEADERSHIP

ANGELA BARRANCO 
UNDER SECRETARY, 
CNRA 

JOHN SANBORN 
CHIEF LEARNING 
OFFICER, CALHR 

MEREDITH WILLIAMS
DIRECTOR, 
DEPARTMENT OF 
TOXIC SUBSTANCES 
CONTROL, CAL-EPA 

STEPHANIE TOM
CHIEF CONSULTANT, 
ASIAN PACIFIC 
ISLANDER 
LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS 

JOE XAVIER
DIRECTOR, 
DEPARTMENT OF 
REHABILITATION 

STEPHENSON LOVESON
Moderator

CHIEF TECHNOLOGY 
OFFICER, CALPERS, 
PRESIDENT, APSEA 
EXECUTIVE 
SPONSOR, Cal-IPGCA 

SARAH GESSLER
DIVISION CHIEF 
WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 
CalHR 

AJAY GUPTA
CHIEF DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION
OFFICER, DMV*

GEORGE AKIYAMA
DIRECTOR,
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, 
CIO DOT*

SCOTT GREGORY
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, 
TECHNOLOGY, 
CAL FIRE

LIANA BAILEY-CRIMMINS
STATE CHIEF 
TECHNOLOGY 
OFFICER, CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 
TECHNOLOGY (CDT)

KATHLEEN WEBB
Moderator

CHIEF OPERATING 
OFFICER, STATE 
CONTROLLERS 
OFFICE, Cal-IPGCA 
EXECUTIVE 
SPONSOR 

RICHARD GILLIHAN 
COO, DEPARTMENT 
OF FINANCE 

HENRY JONES
DIRECTOR, 
PRESIDENT, 
CalPERS BOARD 

SELVI STANISLAUS
EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER, 
FRANCHISE 
TAX BOARD 

BETTY YEE
CONTROLLER, 
STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA 

PAUL DANCZYK
DIRECTOR OF EXECUTIVE 
EDUCATION, USC SOL 
PRICE SCHOOL OF 
PUBLIC POLICY 

Moderator

DAVID KILGORE
DIRECTOR,
CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF  
CHILD SUPPORT 
SERVICES

LISA MANGAT
CHIEF DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR 
POLICY AND 
ADMINISTRATION 
Cal-OES 

JOHN LAIRD
SENATOR,
DISTRICT 17
STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA

xxii  |  2021–22 ORA Systems, Inc. © 2021–22 ORA Systems, Inc.  |  xxiii

*Not Confirmed




